



















































































































































































































































































































Noboru Ogasawara’s Thought of
Hansen’s Disease
Ai Kawasaki
In Japan, on April1, 1996, the “Leprosy Prevention Law” was abolished after 89 years.
This law had imposed mandatory isolation on individuals with Hansen’s Disease even long after the medical
cure had become available.
Noboru Ogasawara sought to combat the prejudice, discrimination, segregation, and stigma associated with
the disease and eugenic operation through his deep knowledge of Hansen’s disease, his dignity and by raising
public awareness.
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